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Naturalists have not agreed as to the significance and value of Goethe's contribution to natural science. His "Farbenlehre" has been severely criticized for obvious reasons. His undisputed biological contributions, the concept and name of morphology, the theory of metamorphosis, the intermaxillary bone, and the ideas on the interrelationships of all living forms have been minimized by some, but have been hailed by exuberant followers of Darwin, eager to show that Goethe was an early exponent of the theory of evolution and their true poeta laureatus. We know, however, that Goethe's ideas in matters of constancy of the species remained oscillating and undecided, that his famous metamorphoses around a fictitious or real "archetype" were idealistic-morphological abstractions rather than concrete
